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Background on MAPFRE Foundation 

• FUNDACIÓN MAPFRE was created in 1975 by MAPFRE insurance 
company with the aim of contributing to the well being of 
individuals and the society in Spain and other countries by means of 
activities in the following areas:  

 

– Promotion of safety of people and their assests, with particular focus on 
road safety 

– Improvement of quality of life and the environment 

– Dissemination of cultural matters, the arts and literature 

– Training and research in insurance sciencies 

– Improvement of the economic, social and cultural conditions of sectors and 
individuals with particular social challenges 

 

FUNDACIÓN MAPFRE proudly holds the ISO 39001 certification 
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Background on MAPFRE Foundation 
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Highlights of our 2013 study 

• Spain has reduced the total number of traffic 
fatalities by around 80% since 2000, but the 
number of seriously injured cyclists has increases 
in the last decada (from 202 in year 2003 to 268 in 
year 2012, +33%) 

• Serious head injuries are as frequent in urban 
areas as in rural areas (on the contrary, there are 
more fatalities in rural than in urban) 

• Head injuries are associated with longer hospital 
stays, sick-leaves from work, more sequelae… 

• Helmet use rate (Jan-March 2013, Castellana-
Recoletos axis in Madrid): around 45%  

• June 2013: less than 20% of cyclists would stop 
cycling if the helmet were compusory for them 
(same group that believes the helmet is not 
effective) 
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New cyclist helmet law in Spain, from May 2014 
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Addressing Cycling Policies 
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1.560 electric bicycles, 123 stations 
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New “cyclo-lanes” in Madrid 
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Cycling infrastructure in Barcelona 
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With or without youuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu? 
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Where are we now? 

• NO to compulsion? Maybe, but YES to persuation 

• Lead with example (example save lives… and is cheap): 

– Police officers 

– Workers on bicycles 

– Bicycle clubs 

– Your websites, your brochures 

– Make helmets available: to workers, clients… 

– Give away programmes 
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MAPFRE Foundation’s final plea 

• Please recommend the use of bicycles 

 

BUT 

 

• Please recommend also the use of helmets 
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Thanks for you time and your attention! 

jmonclu (at) fundacionmapfre.org 

 

 

www.fundacionmapfre.org 
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