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The exemple of Haute-Savoie
800 000 hab



Firemen Units in Haute-Savoie



S.M.U.R in Haute-Savoie

7 S.M.U.R 
(ground 
teams)

10 teams on day

7 teams by night

2 teams with 
helicopters

Annecy

Saint Julien

Annemasse

Thonon

Bonneville



France: (60 000 000 habitants)
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Who is killed?
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Piétons

Vélos

VU = véhicules utilitaires 

(1,5t<PTAC<3,5t)

VL = véhicules légers 

(PTAC jusqu’à 1,5 t)

Motos = 

motocyclettes (à 

partir de 50 cm3)

Cyclos = 

cyclomoteurs 

(moins de 50 cm3)

PL = poids lourds

TC = transports en 

commun routiers 

(autocars et autobus)







History

Breguet

1920

1900



« Door » procedure versus,  ambulance: 1956

1956: comparison between « door » procedure 

and medical ambulance

Study about transfer of poliomyelitic patients to respiratory units

« - Door » theory: as fast as possible to the hospital 

door: many deaths

- Ambulance of Pr CARA: 0 death 

Creation of the first medical mobile unit: SMUR



Paramedics or medical cares ?
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French approach in EMS (1) : médical unit

Early medical management: medical regulation

Adapted answer needs a good Coordination of actors

Before hospital

At the hospital

Concept:  Hospital efficience before the hospital



French approach in EMS (2)

Medical regulation :

For each situation: « the most adapted answer »

Orientation to the most appropriate location

The limits: need a good coordination with 
firemen (stop talking, send them!)

Firemen teams have also emergency medical 
doctors (countryside ++)



French approach in emergency medicine (3)

A coordinated regional health network

A « SYSTEM », more than a UNIT

Interest of a common emergency phone number

Interest of a cooperation (more than a coordination)

Need time!! 



2004 - 2005

E145 with a 100m cable, requiring special training for personals



Call Center 15/18 
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S.M.U.R.
Mobile Unit for Emergency and Intensive Care: Activity

Cardiovascular

38.7 %

Respiratory

5 %

S. Généraux

17.3 %

Traumatology

17.2 %

Toxicology

9.3 %



Gracias por su atención. 


