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ACTIVITIES

Monitoring EU 

transport 

safety policy

Road Safety 

Performance 

Index (PIN)

DRUG DRIVING



25,150
people died in road traffic 
in the EU in 2018 * 

* Source: European Commission



A WIDENING GAP BETWEEN THE ACTUAL AND 
DESIRED PROGRESS

-21%



RELATIVE CHANGE (%) IN ROAD DEATHS 2010-2018
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EU28 average: -20.7%

Desired EU28 progress towards 2020 target: -42.6%

1. Norway -49%
2. Greece -45%
3. Lithuania -43%



DRINK-DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Up to 1.5 - 2% of 
KM driven
in the EU are driven with an 
illegal Blood Alcohol 
Concentration (BAC)



25%
of all road deaths in the EU are 
alcohol-related 

DRINK-DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION



DRINK-DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

At least 5,000 deaths 
could have been 
prevented by eliminating 
drink driving



31%
of drivers reported to have driven after 
consuming alcohol in the last year

*ESRA (2016)

DRINK-DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION



DRINK-DRIVING DATA COLLECTION

• Different definitions

• Road users not tested systematically

• Legal constraints

• Police data does not give a full picture



Every driver, rider and walker involved in a fatal and serious 
collision should be tested systematically

DRINK-DRIVING DATA COLLECTION



PROGRESS IN TACKLING DRINK DRIVING 2010 - 2018

Relative developments in road deaths attributed to alcohol and other road 
deaths in 23 EU Countries 2010-2018



BAC LIMITS ACROSS THE EU

 Almost all EU countries have a 
BAC in line with EU 
recommendation 2001 on 
maximum BAC legal limit for all 
drivers

 22 EU countries apply lower 
BAC for novice drivers (0.0 –
0.2)

 21 EU countries apply lower 
BAC for professional drivers (0.0 
to 0.2 BAC)



AWARENESS NEEDS TO BE REINFORCED

 On average only 27% of 
respondents knew the legal 
BAC limit

 36% gave a wrong answer

 37% did not know

Eurobarometer, Oct. 2010



ONLY 22% OF ROAD USERS THINK THEY ARE VERY LIKELY 
TO BE TESTED FOR DRINK-DRIVING ON A REGULAR 

JOURNEY



ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS & REHABILITATION PROGRAMMES

Studies repeatedly shown alcohol 
interlocks combined with rehabilitation 
programmes cut reoffending rates

As part of rehabilitation 
programs imposed as a 
condition for driver’s 
license recovery



KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
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